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don’t want the President and the exec-
utive branch to have unlimited power.
I introduced a bill under Trump. I will
introduce that bill, and I have reintro-
duced it under Biden. I will introduce
it again in January of 2025 if I am here,
no matter who the President is.

We have got the American people
right now trying to figure out what
they are going to pass down to their
kids and grandkids. I have got staff, 25,
27, 28, 30 years old saying, am I going to
be able to buy a house? Literally. Look
around the country. Pulling it up on
maps, saying, how am I going to afford
this? How do I afford a half million dol-
lar house with 7, 8 percent interest
rates? All the families across the coun-
try are trying to figure that out.

They are trying to figure out why
they are increasingly concerned about
their safety and well-being.

They are trying to figure out why
kids in their schools are dying from
fentanyl.

They are trying to figure out why we
can’t just agree that there are men and
there are women, and we can acknowl-
edge that we can build our society
around that without that being hate.

These are fundamental truths, funda-
mental elements of our society and
how we organize ourselves. We have got
to find a way as a body, on both sides
of the aisle, to bring back common
sense, normalcy, and in this Chamber
regular order. Or nothing will ever
change.

I am strongly of the belief that we
must change. I have tried to work with
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle. I have introduced legislation on a
bipartisan basis. I have passed legisla-
tion on a Dbipartisan basis despite
being, I think by any objective meas-
ure, on the more conservative end of
the spectrum of this body.

I don’t care whether there’s a D or an
R after your name, I am going to tell
you what I think, and that is directed
at my colleagues on my side of the
aisle, running around back-slapping
about getting the majority. The major-
ity and having the majority is abso-
lutely useless if we are unwilling to
change. We have to change the way we
do things around here.

We have to empower Members of this
body to have a say in what is brought
to the floor, to have a say to amend the
legislation, a say in open and real and
true debate that is driven by a desire
to lead this country forward on the
most basic of terms.

Open up the Constitution. Look at
the powers granted in Article I, Sec-
tion 8. Ask yourself whether what we
are doing is connected to those powers,
and then ask yourself if we are not a
stronger, freer, better society if we can
agree to disagree and push decision-
making as close to the people and fam-
ilies and communities and local and
State leaders so that we can actually
have a Republic united around ideals
and not at each other’s throats because
that is what we are, because we are
trying to make decisions in this town
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for everybody. And that is both sides of
the aisle.

Federalism is not just some quaint
word you talk about. It is actually cen-
tral to the health of this Republic. We
cannot function if we can’t agree to
disagree, and you can only agree to dis-
agree if you are not trying to solve
every problem for every person and
every family in every walk of life in
this Chamber doing everything and ac-
tually accomplishing nothing.

The beauty and the structure of this
Republic and its founding is in the dif-
fusion of power away from any one per-
son, any one entity, the diffusion of
power across three branches of govern-
ment, the diffusion of power among
Federal, State, and local government.
That is the greatness of this country.

It is the essence of the great Amer-
ican experiment, that we trust the peo-
ple, that we allow the people to prosper
according to their own work, that we
help each other, that civil society mat-
ters.

But we fundamentally broke not just
this institution, we are breaking our
country because we believe that an un-
limited checkbook gives us the right to
buy votes with it. And by doing it, you
are breaking the spirit of the country.
You are taking away the value of work.
You are taking away the value of re-
sponsibility.

It is not just a campaign effort to
buy student votes by paying off student
loans so you can be nice. You just de-
stroyed the entire ethic of responsi-
bility of a woman like my wife, the
daughter of a single mom who went to
college, made decisions about what col-
lege she would go to based on the cost
of that tuition, who took on loans, who
then took every step to pay them back,
who drove a crappy little car in order
to pay her loans off. What do you say
to her and every other American like
her who did it the right way? You just
say, Here you go, we are going to pay
off your student loans.

That is just one example of thou-
sands, and my side of the aisle is just
as guilty. Another blank check to solve
something, a disease or an illness, an-
other blank check because Ukraine, an-
other blank check because you don’t
dare look a farmer in the eye when the
farm bill comes up and say, look, man,
I am sorry, but farm plus SNAP equals
a whole lot of debt, and we can’t keep
writing a blank check.

How about another blank check for
subsidies for unreliable energy? Here
you go. Here is another check to buy
off another company to destroy our
grid, destroy our way of life, destroy
American energy through a blank
check.

We are literally destroying the soul
of the country every day we walk into
this Chamber, and that is not a good
legacy. Everybody just walks around
acting like, well, one day the think
tanks and the world will come to-
gether, we will solve all the mandatory
spending problems. That is the real
deal. Stop writing blank checks. Actu-
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ally have the responsibility to do your
job.

I am optimistic about the American
people and always have been, and there
is a large bloc of the American people
who are not going to just walk away
from the Republic that they inherited
from their parents and grandparents
and those that fought, bled, and died
for this country. They are not going to
walk away from the American Dream
for their kids and grandkids. But this
body, every day that we meet, we make
it harder for them.

Why don’t we stop that? Why don’t
we agree together to sit down and do
the hard work that is required of us to
do it the right way? To spend within
our means? To follow the constitu-
tional order? To limit our affairs to the
consequential things that unite our Re-
public rather than meddling in the af-
fairs of every American and every
State and every local government?
Why can we not sit down and agree to
disagree and push decisions of disagree-
ment down to the people, where they
belong, and do our basic duty step by
step. That is our calling. That is our
opportunity. When you have a change
of power and a change of leadership, it
is our duty to follow the constitutional
order. It is our duty to do it the right
way. It is our duty to use the powers
granted in the people’s House to stand
up in defense of the people who send us
here to represent them.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
0 1615
ISSUES MAINSTREAM MEDIA
IGNORES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the

gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes.
Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1

want to talk about some issues that I
feel the mainstream media is ignoring.
If anybody is listening here today,
please put them on page one where
they ought to be.

The first issue I am going to talk
about is Ukraine.

I have felt all along that this is a dis-
aster. It is obviously a disaster for all
the family members of both the mili-
tary and the civilians who have died
during this conflict. It has the poten-
tial to become a huge disaster for the
other countries in Europe and the
United States of America, given the po-
tential of what Russia is able to do.

Nevertheless, until apparently very
recently maybe, the Biden administra-
tion has not been looking for an end to
this war. Now, maybe the TUnited
States cannot broker an end, but
maybe France or Turkey or Israel can.
They should be encouraged to go down
that path.

Every day the war continues, more
people die. Every day the war con-
tinues, it is more of an economic catas-
trophe to Russia, an economic catas-
trophe even more to Ukraine.
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In the relatively recent background,
we had huge numbers of a much closer
relationship with Russia, and I thought
Russia was moving slowly toward being
a more westernized country, having
McDonald’s and what have you.

But in any event, the sooner this war
wraps up, the better. Above all, the
sooner the war wraps up, the less likely
it will become a war in which there are
huge catastrophes as things get worse.
I think there are some of my fellow
Members who would not mind getting
American troops involved in Ukraine. I
do not want to have that happen.

I hope we get a little more pressure
out of the press corps to say let’s look
for off-ramps for both of these coun-
tries and see what we can do about be-
ginning a peace, as well.

The next topic that I think hasn’t
been reported on enough is the border.
Just because the border is a mess does
not mean we ought to not be reporting
the new numbers of people who are
coming here every month. They are re-
leased every month.

We recently got the totals for Octo-
ber 2022. When I am talking about the
numbers here, I am talking about the
people who come into the country. My
colleagues sometimes refer to the num-
ber of people who are met by the Bor-
der Patrol. Many of these people are
still turned around and sent back. I am
not talking about encounters. I am
talking about people who really come
here.

I think since last Congress came in,
we have had two new numbers come
out. First of all, we had September
2022. I am going to be talking about the
numbers for this year, a year ago, and
2 years ago.

Two years ago in September 2020,
15,000 people came across the border
who we really didn’t appropriately vet.
Last year in September, 116,000 people
came across the border that we really
didn’t vet. This year, 178,000 people in
September came across the border.
That should be a banner headline in
every newspaper in the country. It
hasn’t been. It should be covered.

Now, let’s look at October, the num-
bers that just came out. Two years ago,
in October 2020, a little under 20,000
people entered the country. In October
2021, it was about 99,000, so jumping
from 20,000 to 99,000. This year, miracu-
lously, just like September—actually,
a couple hundred 1less—178,000 came
across the border.

Again, we go from 19,000 to 99,000 to
178,000. The situation keeps getting
worse. I don’t think, if there is such a
thing as a responsible media, they are
doing a good enough job of explaining
the degree to which this number is
growing. Just because it was a horrible
situation and we were at 140,000 in Au-
gust doesn’t mean we ought not talk
about the fact that there were 178,000
in the most recent month.

We know, of course, this huge in-
crease in the number of people coming
here almost certainly means that there
is an increase of fentanyl streaming
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across our border. We are at 108,000
deaths a year from illegal drugs in this
country. When I think of all the par-
ents, siblings, and children who are
without sons or daughters or mothers
or brothers or sisters, it just breaks my
heart.

That also ought to be a banner head-
line, and I am sure that this huge in-
crease of evil coming across the border
means probably more fentanyl and
probably more deaths of tens of thou-
sands of Americans.

We are going to be working on appro-
priations bills soon, and I sure hope the
108,000 deaths of people every year from
illegal drug overdoses in this country—
twice the number of people who died in
12 years in Vietnam—is something that
Congress takes into consideration
when we put together that budget.

The next thing I would like to look
at is sad news from the city of my
birth adjacent to my district. Earlier
this week, Milwaukee had its 197th
murder. That is tied for their all-time
high. Obviously, we have about 5 weeks
to go, so barring a miracle, Milwaukee,
like so many other big cities in this
country, just has a horrific crime prob-
lem—197 deaths.

There will be analysis about it, but I
have a feeling that one more time they
will not get to the real root cause. To
me, the real root cause here in Mil-
waukee, as in so many other big cities,
is a breakdown in the family.

It is true we could use more police. It
is true we should not constantly be at-
tacking those police as racists so that
they are afraid to do their jobs. But I
hope in some of the analysis of the
pundits, analysis of the talking heads
out there, we talk about the decline of
the role of husbands and fathers in
families as one of the problems out
there.

When I was a child, Milwaukee, de-
pending on the year, had the lowest
murder rate of the 25 biggest cities in
the country. We were right down there
with San Diego. Now, we are hitting
records at 197. Given that we have
about 6 weeks to go in this year, you
are almost certainly going to clear 200
murders for the first time ever.

Please, journalists, pundits, talking
heads, when you analyze what went
wrong in Milwaukee, how come we are
so much worse than we used to be,
please look at the broken family, look
at the role of fathers in their families,
and also look at the role of families
and their fathers.

One of the problems we have—and
George Gilder talked about this at
length—it is very important for men to
become part of a family. A 25-year-old
guy who is married with two kids at
home is much less likely to engage in
criminal behavior, much less likely to
take illegal drugs, than a 25-year-old
guy who is out there on his own with-
out those responsibilities. It is some-
times not talked about. This break-
down in the family not only hurts the
kids, but it hurts the men, as well.

If you will notice, the vast majority
of people who are committing these
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murders are men. We always talk
about what we can do about the chil-
dren, what we can do about the single
moms. Let’s spend a little bit of time
saying what we are going to do about
these guys who don’t have a family
that they are connected with.

In any event, I hope a little bit more
thought is given when, later this week,
everybody in the Milwaukee area is ex-
pected to weigh in on those currently
197 deaths.

My final comment for the press to
look into a little bit for today is, ear-
lier this year, there were reports from
people who like to pay attention to
military matters. Given what I would
argue is the recklessness of the Biden
administration, we have more danger
of war in the future than we have had
in a long period of time. There have
been articles about aircraft carriers.
There were articles regarding training
exercises with France.

The aircraft carrier, I think it was
the Theodore Roosevelt, one of our big
aircraft carriers, which costs huge
amounts of money. There was a French
submarine involved in training exer-
cises with the United States. That
French submarine was able to sink
that aircraft carrier. I think that
should cause concern for people.

I mean, we build these aircraft car-
riers—first of all, we have about 5,000
people on the aircraft carrier, so if an
aircraft carrier ever sinks, you have
about 5,000 people dying right there,
which by itself is a huge tragedy. Sec-
ondly, I think we have to begin to stop
and look at: Are we spending a lot of
money on fighting past wars?

Aircraft carriers were very important
during World War II. They had a use
still in the Vietnam war, which is hard
to believe was about 40 years ago. They
have a use in places around the world.
I really believe antimissile defense, cy-
bersecurity, building more submarines
of our own would perhaps be a wiser
use of our military dollars than having
11 or 12 aircraft carriers. I think they
may be more useful in future wars.
Hopefully, we will not have another
war, but I think if we did, they would
be more useful.

I encourage the press that follows
this sort of thing to pay a little bit of
attention to what we found out when
we had training exercises with France,
read a little bit about what would hap-
pen with the hypersonic missiles that
are out there today, and wonder if
maybe it is more important to deal
with hypersonic missile defenses than
aircraft carriers, which I think in
major battles with, I will say, first-
class military enemies could be sunk
relatively quickly, together with all
the people aboard the ship, and focus a
little bit more on high-tech things.

In other words, look at what war will
look like in 2025 or 2024 rather than
what war looked like in 1944 and 1943.

So, there are some issues for you all,
both the people who like to watch C-
SPAN and some issues that should be
taken up by our press corps.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 1 of House Resolution
1230, the House stands adjourned until
11 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 4 o’clock and 28 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, November 18, 2022, at 11 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-5912. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting a report
titled ‘2022 National Healthcare Quality and
Disparities Report’, pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
299b-2(b)(2); Public Law 106-129, Sec. 2(a); (113
Stat. 16568); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-5913. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting the De-
partment’s Fiscal Year 2022 and 2023 Cost Es-
timate for the Public Wireless Supply Chain
Innovation Fund, pursuant to Public Law
117-167; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-5914. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation, and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for Automatic Commercial
Ice Makers [EERE-2017-BT-TP-0006] (RIN:
1904-AD81) received November 7, 2022, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5915. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for Central Air Conditioners
and Heat Pumps [EERE-2021-BT-TP-0030]
(RIN: 1904-AF29) received November 3, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5916. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for Electric Motors [EERE-
2020-BT-TP-0011] (RIN: 1904-AE62) received
November 3, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-5917. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Procedures for the Acquisition
of Petroleum for the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (RIN: 1901-AB56) received November
3, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5918. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and
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Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Test Procedure for VRF Multi-Split Systems
[EERE-2021-BT-TP-0019] (RIN: 1904-AE43) re-
ceived November 3, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-5919. A letter from the Deputy Bureau
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security
Program, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Amendment of Part 11 of the Commis-
sion’s Rules Regarding the Emergency Alert
System [PS Docket No.: 15-94] received No-
vember 3, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-5920. A letter from the Director, Office
of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
Interim Staff Guidance — Safety Review of
Light-Water Power Reactor Construction
Permit Applications (DNRL-ISG-2022-01) re-
ceived November 8, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-5921. A letter from the Office Director,
Office of Congressional Affairs, Office of Nu-
clear Material Safety and Safeguards, Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s final rule — Fitness for
Duty Drug Testing Requirements [NRC-2009-
0225] (RIN: 3150-AI67) received November 15,
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-5922. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a certifi-
cation for FY 2022 that no United Nations
agency or United Nations affiliated agency
grants any official status, accreditation, or
recognition to any organization which pro-
motes and condones or seeks the legalization
of pedophilia, or which includes as a sub-
sidiary or member any such organization,
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 287e note; Public Law
103-236, Sec. 102(g) (as amended by Public
Law 103-415, Sec. 1(0)); (108 Stat. 4301); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-5923. A letter from the Assistant Legal
Adviser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting agreements
transmitted pursuant to the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 3311(a); Pub-
lic Law 96-8, Sec. 12(a); (93 Stat. 20); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-5924. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Deter-
mination Under Sec. 506(a)(1) of the Foreign
Assistance Act of 1961 (FAA) to Provide Mili-
tary Assistance to Ukraine; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-5925. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Memo-
randum of Justification, to provide military
assistance to Ukraine, pursuant to Sec. 652 of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-5926. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Report Number: 005127; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-5927. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Report Number: 005065; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-5928. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
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partment of State, transmitting changes
that occurred from March 3, 2022 through Au-
gust 8, 2022, and additional report on depar-
ture of ambassadors, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Reform.

EC-5929. A letter from the Chairman,
Board of Trustees and President, John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts,
transmitting the Center’s audited financial
statements for the fiscal years ending Octo-
ber 3, 2021 and September 27, 2020, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. app. 8G(h)(2); Public Law 95-452,
Sec. 8G(h)(2) (as added by Public Law 100-504,
Sec. 104(a)); (102 Stat. 2525); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

EC-5930. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting the De-
partment’s legislative proposal to reduce the
frequency of a required Report to Congress
regarding excess contaminated facilities;
jointly to the Committees on Energy and
Commerce and Armed Services.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. GRIJALVA: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 2626. A bill to redesignate the
Pullman National Monument in the State of
Illinois as the Pullman National Historical
Park, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 117-582). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. ESCOBAR (for herself, Mr.
VEASEY, Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of
Texas, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. ALLRED, and
Mr. GREEN of Texas):

H.R. 9324. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
4400 East Paisano Drive in El Paso, Texas, as
the ‘““Enedina Sanchez Cordero Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Ms. SCANLON, Mr.
JONES, Ms. NORTON, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
and Mr. PAYNE):

H.R. 9325. A bill to incentivize States and
localities to improve access to justice, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida:

H.R. 9326. A bill to amend the Federal
Power Act to authorize the allocation of the
costs of certain interstate electric power
transmission lines and electric power trans-
mission lines that are located offshore, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. BEYER (for himself and Ms.
NEWMAN):

H.R. 9327. A bill to establish in the Depart-
ment of Labor an Older Workers’ Bureau, to
establish grant programs related to employ-
ment of older workers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
Labor.

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania (for himself and Ms. BROWN
of Ohio):

H.R. 9328. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to establish a dem-
onstration program to promote collaborative
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